
Apostrophe Use Flow Chart
Start Here Is this a person, place, or thing? (noun)

No, it’s an action Yes

No apostrophes
on verbs!

No apostrophes
on possessive
pronouns!
His
Hers
Its
Your, Yours

No apostrophe

No apostrophe

No apostrophe

No apostrophes

apostrophe + ‘s’
one dog’s bone
one man’s opinion
a moment’s notice

‘s’ + apostrophe
six dogs‘ bones
two cars’ designs
ten chickens’ eggs

Apostrophe after the ‘s’
�ve messes’ causes
ten stresses’ cures
Six Louis’ thrones

Apostrophe + ‘s’
one mess‘s cause
a stress’s cure
Or just add apostrophe
King Louis’ throne

It’s = it is
They’re = they are
she’s = she is
he’s = he is
we’re = we are
I’m = I am
You’re = you are

No, it’s a pronoun
(he, she, it, they)

Yes No

Is it a contraction
with a verb?

Does it normally
end in ‘s’?

Are there more
than one? 

(plural: add  es)

Does something
‘belong’ to them?

Yes No

YesNo

Yes No

Yes No

Are there more 
than one?

(plural: add s)

No

No

No

YesYes

Does something
‘belong’ to it?

Does something
‘belong’ to them?

Does something
‘belong’ to it?

Yes
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